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Mission To First Assembly Of The United NAHcHZTNs 


ADIANT with the results achieved at the San 
Francisco Conference of the United Nations, 
when the principle of Equal Rights for men and 


women was 
in the United Na- 
tions Charter, the 
World Woman’s 
Party for Equal 


Rights took up its 


work with enthusi- 
asm and hope at the 
First Assembly of 
the United Nations, 
meeting in London 
in January and Feb- 
ruary of this year. 


The immediate 
objective of the 
Woman’s Party in 
London was to se- 
cure the creation by 
the United Nations 
Organization of a 
special committee 
on the status of 
women that would 
work to bring into 
actuality the equal- 
ity principles of the 
Charter. This im- 
mediate objective 
was achieved when, 
on February 16 and 
18, the Economic 
and Social Council 
of the United Na- 
tions Organization 
created and set up 
a sub-Commission, 
known as the “Sub- 
Commission on the 
Status of Women.” 


The campaign in 
London was under 
the direction of 
Lady Pethick-Law- 
rence of England, 
President of the 
World Woman's 
Party for Equal 
Rights. Two repre- 
sentatives from the 


National Woman’s Party of the United States sailed 
from New York on the Queen Mary on January 7— 
Betty Gram Swing and myself, to join with Woman’s 


LONDON — JANUARY, FEBRUARY, 1946 


By AMELIA HIMES WALKER 


—Photo by Kay Vaughan. 
LADY PETHICK-LAWRENCE OF PEASLAKE, 


President of the World Woman's Party for Equal Rights, who directed the campaign 
for equality for women during the first Assembly of the United Nations, London, 
January-February, 1946. 


(Continued on Page 17) 


SERIAL REGORD 
APR 26 1946 


Party members from other countries in our common 
appeal to the Assembly of the United Nations. At 
the pier to bid us God-speed were Alice Paul, Chair- 


man of the Council 
of the World Wo- 
man’s Party; Anita 
Pollitzer, Chairman 
of the National Wo- 
man’s Party, and 
Mrs. Lloyd Wil- 
liams, Vice-Chair- 
man of the National 
Woman’s Party. A 
few days later Lady 
Pascoe - Rutter, of 
Washington and 
London, left New 
York by plane and 
joined us in London 
for the campaign. 


Betty Gram 
Swing is well-known 
and beloved by 
members of the 
National Woman's 
Party. We recall 
her as the lovely 
blonde girl who 
started her work 
with us when she 
picketed the White 
House in August, 
1917. And since that 
time, wherever she 
has lived, whether 


in London or Gene- 


va, she has used her 
brilliant gifts of 
oratory, of ability 
to organize, for the 
benefit of freeing 
the energies of 
women. 


Lady Pascoe-Rut- 
ter is one of our 
most experienced 
international work- 
ers. She was one of 
those who repre- 
sented the World 
Woman's Party at 
Geneva and helped 


to obtain the creation of the League of Nations 
Committee on the Status of Women.“ 
Shortly after our arrival in London the proposal 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL 


WOMAN’S PARTY 


The National Council of the N. W. P. consists of the officers, past Chair- 
men, the Chairman of each of the State and Territory branches and the 
D. 0. the Chairmen of the Occupational Councils, twenty Members elected 
at large, and five Members appointed by the National Chairman. 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 


National Chairman, Anita Pollitzer, 8. C. 

Ist Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Clara Snell Wolfe, Ohio 
2nd Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Margaret C. Willi N. X. 
8d Vice-Chairm Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
Treasurer, Miss Gladys Greiner, Md. 

Secretary, Mrs, Margaret H. Sebree, N. C. 


Mrs. Ethel Adamson, Middletown, N. J. Miss Alma Lutz, Mass. 

Dr. Florence A, Armstrong, lowaand Va. Marion May, N. Y. 

Mrs. Nina Horton Avery, Va. Mrs. Perle 8. Mesta, R. I. 

Mrs. Nora Stanton Barney, Conn. Mrs. Emma Guffey er, Pa. 
Miss Laura M. Berrien, D. C. Dr. Alma Jane Speer, D. é. 

Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, Va. Mrs. Betty Gram Swing, Mass. 
Dr. M Sinclair Crawford, Cal. Mrs. Mary Stockton Taylor, Pa. 
Miss Edith J. Goode, Vt. Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, Md. 
Mrs. M. Lucretia * Iowa Dr. Agnes E. Wells, Ind. 

Mrs. Miriam T. Holden, N. I. Mrs. Helen Hunt West, Fla. 
Mrs. Zelma Huxtable, Mrs. Lucy Rice Winkler, Calif. 
Miss Florence Elizabeth Kennard, Md. Miss Alice Morgan Wright, N. Y. 


Documents Of Human Rights 


We call the attention of our readers to the Annals 
of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science for January, 1946, which is devoted to the 
subject of Essential Human Rights. This is a volume 
to read and re-read. 


In this issue, Mr. William Draper Lewis, eminent 
jurist, director of the American Law Institute and 
chairman of the committee on Essential Human 
Rights of the American Law Institute, has a notable 
article on “Human Rights in England and the United 
States,” in which he traces man’s progress through 
the great documents of freedom, beginning with 
Magna Carta. The last document of human freedom 
that he takes up is the United States Constitution. 
In dealing with this he concludes : 


“It is a comment on the immaturity of civilization 
that the recognition of woman’s political equality with 
man did not come in the United States until 1920. The 
fight to gain for her full legal recognition as a human 
being has neared its culmination in the presentation 
to Congress of the Equal Rights Amendment.” 


Mr. Lewis then comments as follows upon the doc- 
uments of human freedom that he has considered: 


“It will be noted that the great documents referred 
to above have certain things in common. Each was 
drafted to make secure claimed rights which had been 
shied, the denial leading to conflict. The documents 
record great advances in man’s freedom and in his 
protection from arbitrary exercises of power, first by 
the king as the chief person in the state and later also 
by the legislative v. 


“Again, the rights specified are in the main nega- 

tive. They define what the government shall not do 

to the individual. As such, they are rights possible 

for courts to enforce if the officials of government 

and the people generally acquiesce in their interpreta- 

tion and application by the courts.” 

(Copies of the . referred to may be secured by writing 
to the Editorial Office, American Academy of Political and Social 


Science, 3457 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. Single copies for non- 
members, $2.00 in paper, $2.50 in cloth.) 


West Central Region Invites You 


By M. LUCRETIA HAYDEN 
_ West Central Regional Chairman 


May 3, 4 and 5 are to be gala days for Iowa. These 
are the dates of the Regional Conference of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and to have the great privilege 
of entertaining the women who are interested in the 
National Woman’s Party and the cause for which we 


are all working is extremely gratifying to us. 

To each of you we extend an invitation to help make this three- 
day meeting an outstanding demonstration of the interest we 
know you have in equal rights, and which we so ardently share. 

Helen Vanderburg, Iowa State Chairman, and one of the 
most active and alert young women in the state, extended the 
invitation to the National Woman’s Party to hold their next 
National Council meeting in Des Moines, when we attended 
the National Council meeting in New York City in December. 
Later the plan was enlarged to include a Regional meeting, to 
be held simultaneously with the National Council meeting. Mrs. 
Vanderburg has enlisted the help of women who are giving 
freely of their time and experience in handling big meetings. 
She realized that Iowa is beautiful in her finery of blossoms 
and thick green foliage in May. You will like Iowa in her 
festive garb. 

Helen Irwin, one of the watchful women to whom we in 
Iowa owe much of our freedom from the stifling laws that 
many states inflict on women, is the chairman of the committee 
for your entertainment. 

Stella Barker, a tireless worker for Rights, is chair- 
man of arrangements. We know you will want to come and 
see for yourselves how well these women and many others 
who are helping have prepared for this event in very 
important year, and how completely they have arranged for 
your comfort. 

The plans are for the regional chairmen to take the lead in 
bringing in the names of the governors, senators and con- 
gressmen who have pledged their support to the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Bring all the names of these leaders with you 
and then we shall know where strength is greatest, and where 
we need to get more support. We have planned to make this 
an outstanding showing of the —— that exists in your 
various states, but we need your help to do it. Won't you 
please come? 

The National Council will hold its spring meeting on the 
second of the three days. We can assure you that throughout 
the session you will meet many interesting women and make 
many stimulating contacts. ere will meetings where 
you can ask questions and get answers from those who have 
worked long and faithfully for women. . 

The headquarters for the conference will be the Fort Des 
Moines Hotel. Our Iowa Branch has been assured that there 
will be ample room for all, but please send all reservations 
to the Fort Des Moines Hotel promptly. Des Moines is so 
centrally located that it will not = a long journey, regardless 
of where you live. — 

Here is the program as it shapes up at present: 


| FRIDAY, MAY 3 
8.00 A. M. 
ROTHY TOWNE, Chairman, assis - 
bers of the Des Moines Woman's 
9.00 A. M. Regional Conference 
Open Session to Discuss Amendment Campaign. 
Speakers to be announced. 
1.30 P. M. Afternoon 8 
Mrs. Harvey W. WILEY, Guest of Honor and 
Speaker. 
7.00 P.M. Banquet 
HELEN VANDERBURG, Iowa Chairman, presiding 
Dr. FLORENCE A. ARMSTRONG, Toastmistress. 
ANITA POLLITZER, National Chairman, Guest of 
Honor. 
SATURDAY, MAY 4 
9.00 A.M. National Council Meeting 
(Open only to members of the National Council.) 
7.00 P.M. Banquet 
M. LUCRETIA HAYDEN, Chairman, West Central 
Region, presiding. 
ee and Mus. RokRRT D. BLUE, Guests of 
onor. 
Dr. MARY SINCLAIR CRAWFORD, Dean Emeritus 
of Women, University of Southern California. 


SUNDAY, MAY 5 


10.00 A.M. Breakfast at the Wakonda Country Club 
HELEN IRWIN, presiding. 


Subject, “The West Demands the Amendment.” 
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Lady Pethick-Lawrence Talks On Equal Rights 


Following is a statement by Lady Pethick-Lawrence of Peaslake, President of the World Woman’s 
Party for Equal Rights, in heading a deputation to Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, President of the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, on January 31, 1946, in London: 


T is a great satisfaction to the women of all coun- 
tries that in the Charter of San Francisco the 
equal rights of sex are included with those of religion, 
class and race. We record our very warm thanks to 
the men and woman who played so important a role 
in securing this result. 


It may be asked, in view of this statement, is there 
need for further action? All who have worked for 
human rights know by experience that they are not 
to be acquired by Charter unless the struggle to attain 
them, stage by stage, is persistent and united. The 
Social and Economic Council has been appointed to deal 
with this problem of human rights. We realize that 
the problems which concern displaced persons, perse- 
cuted Jews, and economically exploited races are so 
immediate and so urgent that matters concerning the 
status of women will inevitably fall into the back- 
ground and be lost sight of, unless they are dealt with 
by a separate Commission. Therefore we ask for a 
permanent Commission of men and women to lift the 
status of women in all countries. 


The problems concerning women’s present status 
may be less immediately urgent, but they are even 
more comprehensive because they include women of 
th East, West, North, and South—in fact, half of the 
human family. 


The Delegates to the United Nations, with 
some few exceptions, are men. That is because at 
the present time men are better equipped than women 
to deal with world problems, but men have had a long 
start; the doors of education and opportunity have 
been open to many of them for centuries—until quite 


Guests at Headquarters 


Sixteen states have recently been represented by guests at 
the Alva Belmont House. | | 

Listed alphabetically, the states represented are: California, 
Kentucky, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Ne- 
braska, New Jersey, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia. 


The presidents or vice-presidents of eleven national organi- 
zations have been present for conferences or committee work 
with the Chairman of the Women’s Joint Legislative Committee 
for Equal Rights, or, in her absence, with the Convener, Miss 
Katharine A. Norris. 


Five state chairmen of the National Woman’s Party have 
spent varying periods of time here. 


Among these guests were Mrs. Nina B. Horton Avery, Mrs. 
J. P. Beckman, Mrs. Mamie Florence Bonner, Miss Sally Butler, 
Mrs. James Caldwell, Miss Sally Caldwell, Mrs. Lee P. Calfee, 
Mrs. James Carmark, Miss Josephine Casey, Mrs. Edith Bart- 
lett Conway, Mrs. Catharine R. Dobbs, Mrs. Laura Miller Derry, 
Mrs. Lafell Dickinson, Mrs. Sara Bard Field, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Forbes, Mrs. Dorothy Shipley Granger, Miss Gladys H. Greiner, 
Mrs. Hazel Hackett, Mrs. Harry Kachadaurian, Miss Florence 
Elizabeth Kennard, Mrs. August Klecka, Mrs. Muriel Kriel, 
Mrs. David McKinley, Miss Georgia O’Keeffe, Mrs. Ellis A. 
Schnabel, Miss Ella Sherwin, Mrs. Sidney Smith, Mrs. Helen 
Vanderberg, Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, Mrs. Marie May 
Wolverton, Dr. Kate Zerfoss, Mrs. Miguel Covarrubias. 


Space prevents our listing those who live in the District of 
Columbia, or in nearby Maryland and Virginia. 


recently they have been closed to women. We look 
forward to the future when a concourse of brilliantly 
equipped men and women meet together in U. N. O., 
when they will solve together the vast problems that 
confront the modern world. 


For though men may be more advanced at the pres- 
ent time, there is physiological and psychological bond 
that unites them into one organic whole, so that a very 
strict limit is imposed upon the advance of the human 
race unless men and women can keep step with one 
another. | 


We desire that this young organization of United 
Nations shall engage the enthusiasm of and active ser- 
vice not only of gifted individuals, but of the common 
woman and common man. The common people of all 
the nations in the world must be led to regard it as 
their own—the common Forum to which they can 
bring their problems, their grievances, and their hopes. 


This may seem a Utopian ideal, but those of us who 
have lived to be old have seen Utopian ideals become 
actual realities and part of the common practice of 
everyday life. Therefore we have faith, therefore we 


' believe that this Commission of men and women to lift 


the status of women throughout the world, will be one 
of the great influences which will bring about the 
ultimate aim of the United Nations Organization, to 
unite men and women, nations and races, in goodwill 
and cooperation and to check those instincts of greed 
and domination which lead to war. We believe that 
it will help to bring in the new era of Peace and Se- 
curity and the ultimate advance of the whole human 
race. 


Yonkers Churches Endorse Amendment 


On December 13, 1945, the Yonkers Federation of 
Churches sent the following letter to the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee: 

“The Assembly of the Yonkers Federation of Churches 

meeting on Tuesday, December 11th, 1945, voted unani- 

mously to endorse the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution.” 

The Yonkers Federation of Churches includes 55 
churches, representing 12 denominations, the Salvation 
Army, the V. M. C. A., and the V. W. C. A. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mary H. Kennedy, a pioneer suffragist, a valiant 
member of the National Woman’s Party, and the 
mother of Mary C. Kennedy, Chairman of the Indiana 
Branch, died at her home in Lafayette, Indiana, on 
February 13th. The National Woman’s Party extends 
its deepest sympathy to Miss Kennedy. 
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A Further Report From London 


By LILLIAN PASCOE-RUTTER 


UR principal work during the United Nations 
O meetings in London was with the members of the 
Economic and Social Council, in the effort to secure a 
special committee on the Status of Women. The crea- 
tion of this Committee was voted by the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations on February 16. 
Two days later, February 18, the Economic and So- 
cial Council set up the Committee on the Status of 
Women, with members who were appointed to serve 
until March 31, 1947. The first meeting of the Com- 
mittee on the Status of Women will be held in New 
York on April 29. 


So often during our present work at this first As- 
sembly of the United Nations, I thought that had it 
not been for the magnificent leadership and indefatig- 
able work of Alice Paul, supported by a handful of 
women who believed ardently in what she was doing, 
this special Committee of the United Nations on the 
Status of Women would not, in my judgment, have 
been realized. 


From 1930 to 1941, Alice Paul was the outstanding 
leader for the cause of women’s equal rights in Geneva. 
She initiated and led the campaigns which culminated 
in the creation of the Women’s Consultative Commit- 
tee of the League of Nations, the only woman’s com- 
mittee officially attached to the League of Nations 
at that time. This campaign finally resulted in the 
setting up of an official committee of the League of 
Nations on the Status of Women—the forerunner 
of the present United Nations committee. Acknowl- 
edgment should also be made of the work of the very 
fine women, representing at Geneva, eight of the most 
outstanding international women's organizations, 
which cooperated and supported this early effort to 
obtain an equal status for men and women. 


The general question of the Status of Women came 
up not only in the Economic and Social Council but 
was also considered at one of the plenary meetings 
of the Assembly of the United Nations. The discus- 
sion in the plenary session took place on February 
12th. The President of the Assembly announced: 


“The second item on our agenda is the consideration of the 
report of the General Committee containing a declaration on 
the participation of women in the work of the United Nations. 
I call on the delegate for the United States.” 


Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, an official delegate 
from the United States, then spoke. She said, in part: 


I have only a short statement to make and I will take up 
very little of your time. As you know, a number of women 
have been present in the various delegations either as dele- 
gates or alternates or advisers. We met together and we 
wrote a statement which we addressed to “the women of our 
various countries. We are very happy to have the oppor- 
tunity (I am speaking for my colleagues) to present to the 
delegates here this statement and to ask your cooperation when 
you go home, in relation to your Governments as to the 
various ways in which this statement may be given publicity, 
because we feel that the women of all our countries should 
have an opportunity to receive this letter. 


“An open letter to the women of the world from 
the women delegates and advisers at the first Assem- 
bly of the United Nations: 


The first Assembly of the United Nations marks 
the second attempt of the peoples of the world to live 
peacefully in a democratic world community. This new 
chance for peace was won through the a efforts of 
men and women working for common ideals of human 


freedom at a time when need for united effort broke 
down barriers of race, creed and sex. In view of the 


variety of tasks which women performed so notably 
and valiantly curing the war, we are gratified that 
seventeen women delegates and advisers, representing 
eleven Member States, are taking part at the ag oe 
of this new phase of international effort. e hope 
their participation in the work of the United Nations 
Organization may w and may increase in insight 
and in skill. To this end we call on the governments 
of the world to encourage women everywhere to take 
a more active part in national and international affairs, 
and on women who are conscious of their opportunities 
to come forward and share in the work of peace and 
reconstruction as they did in war and resistance. 


“We recognize that women in various parts of the 
world are at different stages of participation in the 
life of their community, that some of them are pre- 
vented by law from assuming full rights of citizen- 
— and that they therefore may see their immediate 
problems somewhat differently. Finding ourselves in 
a age on these points, we wish as a group to ad- 

se the women of all our countries of our stro 
belief that an important 8 and responsi- 
bility confronts the women of the United Nations: 
first, to recognize the progress women have made 
during the war, and participate actively in the effort 
to improve the standards of life in their own countries 
and in the pressing work of reconstruction, so that 
there will be qualified women ready to — fy respon- 
sibility when new opportunities arise; second, to train 
their children, boys and girls alike, to understand 
world problems and the need for international co- 
operation, as well as the problems of their own coun- 
tries; third, not to permit themselves to be misled by 
anti-democratic movements now or in the future; 
fourth, to recognize that the goal of full participation 
in the life and responsibilities of their countries and 
of the world community is a common objective toward 
= women of the world should assist one an- 
other. 


Every woman here represented signed that letter, and we 
only ask for the cooperation of every delegate here. 


Short addresses were then made by delegates from 
the Dominican Republic, Norway, the Netherlands, 
France, New Zealand, Uruguay, and Great Britain. 
Excerpts from these speeches, the first ever made on 
the subject of the status of women at a plenary ses- 
sion of the United Nations Assembly, are given below 


Miss BERNARDINO (Dominican Republic): 


As a delegate of my country, the Dominican Republic, to the 
first Assembly of the United Nations, and especially as Chair- 
man of the Inter-American Commission of Women, an official 
organization composed of twenty-one members appointed by the 
Governments of the Americas to study and report on the status 
of women, I would like to give the strongest support to the 
letter read by the delegate for the Uni States, my distin- 

ished colleague, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and to the dec- 
aration of the French delegation that “a more important place 
should be given to the participation of women in the different 
delegations of the United Nations at the next Conference.” 


Mrs. DALEN (Norway): 


I shall be very brief; but I feel that I must say how very 
grateful I am to the French delegation for moving this declara- 
tion. On behalf of the Norwegian delegation I heartily sup- 
port it. During the war women in all countries participated 
and worked in the armed forces, in factories and in the resist- 
ance movement in a way never before thought of. During 
the war women’s experience, insight and strength were highly 
appreciated and thought of. When the nation was in danger 

e women were called upon and they came, did their jobs, sacri- 
ficed and suffered. Now, when the war is over and the United 
Nations are trying to build a new world, trying to lay the foun- 
dations of peace and freedom for humanity, the world cannot 
afford to do so without the rich resources that. women’s experi- 
ence and capacity for work, women’s insight and equipment 
mean for the various nations of the world. All human beings 
have to cooperate in dignity and unity and fidelity. Then we 
shall suc in building up a happy, peaceful and harmonious 


world. 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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Equal Rights Amendment On Senate Calendar 


By ANITA POLLITZER, National Chairman 


N March 5, 1946, Senator Carl Hatch presented 

to the United States Senate, on behalf of the 
Judiciary Committee, a report from the Judiciary 
Committee, recommending that the Equal Rights 
Amendment do pass.“ This report had been author- 
ized by the Senate Committee on January 21. The 
presentation of the report to the Senate placed the 
Amendment on the Senate Calendar. 


This Report is one that will stand high in the 
annals of the woman movement. It ably outlines the 
progress of the Equal Rights Amendment. We print 
this splendid historic document in full. 

Calendar No. 1023 
79TH CONGRESS 


Od Session SENATE 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


} No. 1013 


March 5, 1946.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. HatcH, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
, submitted the following 


REPORT 
(To accompany S. J. Res. 61) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
resolution (S. J. Res. 61) proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States relative to equal rights for 
men and women, having considered the same, do now report 
the resolution to the Senate favorably, without amendment, and 
recommend that the resolution do pass. 


STATEMENT 


In view of the brevity of the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment, it is here set forth verbatim, as follows: 


ARTICLE — 


Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of sex. 


Congress and the several States shall have power, 
within their respective jurisdictions, to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation. 


This amendment shall take effect three years after 
the date of ratification. 


This is the well-known proposal designed to guarantee equal 
legal rights for women. It was first introduced in Congress in 
1923, following the adoption of the equal-suffrage amendment 
to the United States Constitution. The equal-suffrage amend- 
ment prohibited inequalities in voting rights on account of sex. 
The proposed equal-rights amendment would prohibit inequali- 
ties under the law on account of sex and thereby complete the 
movement for equality for women begun by the equal-suffrage 
amendment. 


The equal-rights amendment has been introduced in every 
Co since 1923. It was introduced in the present Senate 
by Senator George L. Radcliffe of Maryland, with 23. cospon- 
sors, as follows: Senators Homer E. Capehart, Arthur Capper, 
Albert B. Chandler, Dennis Chavez, Homer Ferguson, J. William 
Fulbright, Joseph F. Guffey, Albert W. Hawkes, Hiram W. 
Johnson, Harley M. Kilgore, William Langer, John L. McClel- 


lan, Warren G. Magnuson, Francis J. Myers, Claude Pepper, 


Edward V. Robertson, Tom Stewart, Elmer Thomas, John 
Thomas, James M. Tunnell, Millard E. Tydings, Raymond E. 
Willis, and Milton R. Young. 


Throughout the years, various congressional hearings have 
been conducted on the equal-rights proposal. The latest, held 
by a sub-committee of this committee on September 28, 1945, 
has been published in a volume of 158 pages, entitled, “Equal 
Rights Amendment.” Extensive and able arguments pro and 
con may be found therein. 


The Senate Committee on the Judiciary reported the equal- 
hts amendment favorably in the Seventy-seventh Congress 
(May 11, 1942), and again reported it favorably in the Seventy- 
eighth Congress (May 28, 1943). This present report makes 


the third favorable report from the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary. In the House of Representatives, the proposed 
amendment was reported favorably by the House Committee on 
the Judiciary July 12, 1945, and is now on the House calendar. 


In presenti this report we wish to point out that the 
proposed amendment is in harmony with the platforms of both 
— parties. The Democratic platform of 1944 declared: 


We recommend to Congress the submission of a con- 
stitutional amendment on equal rights for women. 
The Republican platform of 1944 declared: 


We favor submission by Congress to the States of 
an amendment to the Constitution providing for equal 
rights for men and women. 


Furthermore, we should like to point out that the proposed 
amendment is in harmony with the principles to which our 
Nation has subscribed in ratifying the Charter of the United 
— * The United Nations Charter opens with an affirma- 
on of— 
faith in fundamental human — in the dignity and 
worth of the human person, the equal rights of 
men and women * * *, 
The chapter on Purposes and Principles, states: 

The purposes of the United Nations are: * * * To 
achieve international cooperation * * in promoting 
and encouraging respect for human 12 and for 
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as 
to race, sex, language or religion * * *. 


We wish to draw attention also to a recent survey of some 
of the great documents of human freedom in England and the 
United States, by a distinguished jurist, William Draper Lewis, 
director of the American Law Institute. This survey begins 
with Magna Carta, the Petition of Right, the Bill of Rights, and 
ends as follows: 

It is a comment on the immaturity of civilization 
that the recognition of woman’s political equality with 
man did not come in the United States until 1920. 
The fight to gain for her full legal recognition as a 
human being neared its culmination in the presen- 
tation to Congress of the equal-rights amendment.’ 


Believing that the time has come for Congress to submit 
this resolution to the State legislatures for their consideration, 
the Committee on the Judiciary voted, February 21, 1946, to 
report this resolution to the Senate with the recommendation 
that the resolution do pass. 


The Annals of the American 8 of Political and Social Science, 
Philadelphia, Pa., January, 1946, p. 65. 


Senator Hatch, who was asked by the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee to present the favorable Committee 
report to the Senate, was Chairman of the Judiciary 
Sub-Committee on Constitutional Amendments. This 
sub-Committee reported the Equal Rights Amendment 
favorably to the full Committee on November Ist. 


Eleven members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
joined in the above favorable report of the Amend- 
ment to the Senate. They were: Senators Pat McCar- 
ran, Chairman, Nevada, Democrat; Carl A. Hatch, 
New Mexico, Democrat; Joseph C. O’Mahoney, Wyo- 
ming, Democrat; Harley M. Kilgore, West Virginia, 
Democrat; Ernest W. McFarland, Arizona, Democrat; 
Burton K. Wheeler, Montana, Democrat; Alexander 
Wiley, Wisconsin, Republican; William Langer, North 
Dakota, Republican; Homer Ferguson, Michigan, Re- 
publican; Kenneth S. Wherry, Nebraska, Republican; 
William Stanfill, Kentucky, Republican. 


A minority report signed by Senator Charles O. 
Andrews, Florida, Democrat, and by Senator James O. 
Eastland, Mississippi, Democrat, was submitted along 
with the majority report on March 5. On March 12, 
Senator James Huffman, Ohio, Democrat, submitted 
a second minority report under the heading, Indivi- 
dual Views.” Senators Abe Murdock, Utah, Democrat, 
Edward H. Moore, Oklahoma, Republican, and Sen- 

(Continued on Page 16) 


˖⁵ 
| 
— 
R 
— 
— — — 
— —öœY 


— — — — 
- 
— — 


14 ‘BQUAL RIGHTS 


March-April, 1946 


Working Women Report Discriminations On 


Account Of Sex In Social Security 


By ELLA M. SHERWIN, President, Industrial League for Equality 


NDER the Social Security law, a covered worker 
| pays 1% of his or her earnings, and his or her 
employer pays a like sum into a Federal fund to 
proyide old age insurance and after the death of the 
insured person, certain survivor’s insurance. 

Examination of the system of disbursing the funds 
shows grave discrepancy between the benefits accruing 
to insured men and their families and to insured 
women and their families, in spite of the uniform 
obligation of men and women workers in contributing 
to the fund. 

We present here a summary of the obvious differ- 
ences in benefits paid to men and their dependents or 
survivors, and those paid to women and their depend- 
ents or survivors. In considering these discrimina- 
tions, it should be borne in mind that insurance is 
compulsory. A person cannot refuse to insure because 
he or she is unjustly deprived of a benefit which ac- 
crues to a fellow worker of the opposite sex, who has 


paid an identical percentage into the fund and has the 


same qualifications for benefits. 
Benefits Paid to Qualified Workers 


To A Man and His Family 


When He Retires at Age 65 
or Over 

A monthly old age benefit 
for himself. 
A monthly old age benefit 
for his wife when she is 65, 
or when she becomes 65. 


A monthly benefit for each 
child under 16, or, if still in 
school, under 18. 


To His Family After His 
Death 


A monthly benefit for life 
to his widow if or when she 
is 65, if she does not remarry. 


A monthly benefit to his 
widow at any age if she has 
his minor children in her 
care. 


A monthly benefit for each 
child under 16 until it reaches 
16 or if still in school, until 
it is 18. 


A monthly pension to his 
wholly dependent parents if 
he leaves no widow and no 
— qualified for bene- 


To A Woman and Her Family 


When She Retires at Age 65 
or Over 


A monthly old age benefit 
for herself. 
A husband does not receive 
a monthly old age benefit on 
account of taxes paid by his 
o mon paymen or 
her minor * — on ac- 
count of her taxes unless 
they were not livi with 
their father, and unless he 
made no contribution toward 
their support. 


To Her Family After Her 
Death 


No monthly benefit for her 
husband, only a lump sum 


payment not in excess of 6 


times the monthly amount 
she could have drawn as an 
old age payment for herself. 


No monthly benefit for her 
husband who may have 


A monthly benefit for her 
minor children if not living 
with their father. 


No monthly benefit for her 
minor children left in the 
father’s care if the father 
had previously made any 
contributions to their care. 

A monthly benefit to the 
parents of an unmarried wo- 
man if they were supported 
entirely by her. 


Demand should be made that benefits be based on 
the amount of premiums paid and not upon the sex 
or other personal attribute of the ensured; and that 
each spouse be given an equal right to benefits paid 
for by the other; that children’s benefits be paid 
alike to either surviving parent; that aged parents 
of an insured daughter be entitled to the same benefits 
as aged parents of an insured son. 


The Women’s Bureau of the Department of Labor 
has been quoted as saying that to pay to the families 
of insured women the same benefits as are paid to the 
families of insured men would “create a serious 
actuarial unbalance in the fiscal planning and opera- 
tion of the Social Security system.” 

Passage of the Equal Rights Amendment will make 
it necessary for the Social Security Board to change 
its fiscal planning to accommodate an honest distribu- 
tion of funds without creating an “actuarial unbal- 
ance.” 

If a private insurance company operated on the 
same system as the Social Security Board does it 
would get no women patrons. If a trade union op- 
erated on such a system it would be called a racket 
and demand would be made for laws to curb its gold 
brick peddling. i 


New Discriminations Are Now Proposed 


Amendments to the Social Security law, now being 
considered by Congress as the Wagner-Murray-Dingell 
bill would add new discriminations based on sex. 

It is proposed to qualify women for old age insur- 
ance at age 60, while 65 remains the qualifying age 
for men. This proposal is made out of consideration 
for men workers, not for women workers. It is 
claimed that wives are usually about 5 years younger 
than their husbands, so by reducing the age at which 
women may qualify, men may retire at 65 and both 
they and their wives who have paid no tax may receive 
pensions. 

There are several objections to this discrimination. 
It is a costly gesture of generosity to women who 
never paid a cent of insurance themselves (wives of 
workers), while women who pay the tax (actual 
workers) lose five years wages; they lose the oppor- 
tunity to build up a larger pension for themselves 
during that additional five years of employment, 
when, because of acquired experience and skill their 


wages are highest. 


If age 60 is a proper age for retirement, it should 
be adopted for workers, not for one sex only. 5 

Another proposed amendment would allow a dis- 
abled husband when he becomes 65, to receive a pen- 
sion based on his wife's insurance. This section would 
be unnecessary if an equitable distribution of funds 
had been planned in the original law. It is being con- 
sidered now only because women have never been 
granted the protection to their families for which 
they have paid. It should no more be necessary that 
a husband be disabled to get benefits his wife has paid 
for, than that a wife be disabled to get the benefits 
her husband has paid for. 


The Social Security Act provides an excellent ex- 
ample of effects of treating men and women dif- 
ferently under the laws ostensibly designed to make 
life simpler and more secure. When women are fa- 
vored, men are thereby denied a full measure of jus- 
tice; when men are favored, women are thereby denied 
full justice. Under a thousand laws in our land, men 
or women are suffering just this sort of injustice. 
There is no complete and permanent remedy for exis- 


ting discriminatory laws and no checking the growth 


of such laws except to 
ADOPT THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT AT ONCE. 
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Connecticut Waitresses Forbidden By Law 
To Work During Most Profitable Hours 


AITRESSES in Connecticut and employees in 

similar positions are now obliged by law to sac- 
rifice their most profitable working hours because of 
“protective legislation” which has again come into 
effect, making it illegal for them to be employed in the 
evening unless they work for a hotel. 


These women, representing the forthright, coopera- 
tive type of Americans who have been such an integral 
part of our industrial accomplishment during the last 
few years when they were needed, now find themselves 
out of their jobs and prevented from earning a living 
in their chosen work by a pre-war law which is again 
operative. 


In their dilemma and distress at the loss of their 
jobs thru this discriminatory legislation, they appealed 
to the National Woman’s Party. Dr. Emily Dunning 
Barringer, Connecticut Chairman of the National 
Womans’ Party, to whom they wrote, passed along 
their request to Anita Pollitzer, National Chairman 
of the Woman’s Party. 


Miss Pollitzer and Mrs. Mary Murray, Chairman 
of the Industrial Council of the Woman’s Party, went 
to Bridgeport on the evening of March 10th to a 
protest meeting called by the waitresses, and in the 


words of one of the girls, “put new heart into the 


group.” 

Mrs. Murray, who some years ago had successfully 
fought the No-Night-Work law in New York state and 
helped to win its repeal, gave a stirring talk. And 
after Miss Pollitzer told of the Amendment and its 
purpose—to make discriminatory laws impossible— 
twenty-five of the waitresses joined the National 
Woman's Party and paid their dues at once. . . this, 
in order to help the whole campaign, of which theirs 
is an immediate part. 

Ethel Beckwith, in the Bridgeport Herald, gave the 
occasion excellent publicity in a 3-column story on 
Sunday, March 17, which carried photos of some of 
the waitresses affected by this unjust law. 


Ethel Gallas, who was elected head of the protesting 
group, said, “I feel that as long as I work eight hours 
it doesn’t make any difference when. As an American, 
I deeply resent people asking why I want to work at a 
particular job.” 

Edna Rix, mature married woman with a sick hus- 
band, said, “The law is very unjust. Girls who get 
through working on an evening shift generally go 


right home. It’s the others who are more free to run 


around.” 


The poignant factor was the tips. “It’s after 10 
o'clock that the tips are best—just when we girls 
aren’t allowed to work,” many commented. 


Another young woman, Shirley Michael, explained 
that her three-year-old child was ill, with repeated 
recurrences, and she had to work at night, since her 
mother was free only then to be with him. “I depend 
upon my evening shift so that I can be with my baby 
during the day. Being out of work is no solution.” 


Said another: “It’s the only work I know how to do.” 
Another: “I have several small children. I have to be 
with them during the day. I depend upon the after-ten 
work to support them.” 

Miss. Pollitzer and Mrs. Murray roused their audi- 
ence to real enthusiasm with their story of the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party work through the years to cor- 
rect just such inequalities and discriminations and 
before the meeting was over there were well-defined 
plans for another meeting to be held soon to further 
protest the law. 


The law which has thrown these women out of work 
reads as follows: 


Sec. 929h. Hours of labor of minors and women in 
certain establishments. Section 1605c is repealed and 
the following is substituted in lieu thereof: No public 
restaurant, cafe, dining room, barber shop, hairdressing 
or manicuring establishment or photograph gallery 
shall employ or permit to work any minor under sixteen 
years of age or any female, between the hours of ten 
o’clock in the evening and six o’clock in the morning, 
or more than nine hours in any one day, except that 
any such person may be permitted to work in any such 
establishment one day in a week for not more than ten 
hours on such a day, but not more than six days or 
forty-eight hours in any one week.. . . The provisions 
of this section shall not affect hotels. Any person who 
shall violate any provision of this section shall be fined 
not more than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

2) This act shall take effect six months after the 
employment stabilization regulations, issued under the 
authority of executive order number 9139, issued by 
the President of the United States on April 18, 1942, 
shall have been rescinded. 


It is worthy to note that women entertainers and 
musicians, over twenty-one years of age, are exempt 
from these arbitrary restrictions, but they may not 
work more than forty hours per week. 


These young women waitresses ask the question, 
“By what possible logic did the hotels of this state 
convince the Legislature that their waitresses should 
be allowed to work after 10 P. M., and that other 
waitresses should not?” 


Walter M. Nelson Champions 


Equal Rights Amendment 


Walter M. Nelson, well known attorney for organized 
labor, of Detroit, Michigan, in a letter to Alice Paul, 
October 26, 1945, declares: 


“The remarkable group of early American Feminists 
were a f and personal memory to thinking citizens 
when I first heard my parents discuss the principle of 
equality between the sexes. Through the efforts of indi- 
viduals and a small group, women have since acquired 
the right to vote and have won places, if not equality, 
in industry, business and the professions. 


“The gain of electoral status and in employment has 
not been accompanied by any lasting gain against the 
considerable y of discriminatory laws and legisla- 
tion harmfully affecting the status of women. The idea 
of enshrining the principle of equality between the 
sexes in the Constitution of the United States is excel- . 
lent from every viewpoint. | 


“Internationally the enactment of the Equal — 
Amendment would have a profoundly helpful effect. 
Domestically, including all of the Americas, the effect 
would be equally beneficial. Excepting by a few die- 
hards, it is now recognized that this Amendment never 
threatened in the least any labor legislation favorable 
to women. , 
“Finally, from the all-important viewpoint of organ- 
ized labor no valid objection can be urged. Well do I 
remember the great figures of the Knights of Labor, 
The Farmers’ Alliance, The National Grange, and the 
American Railway Union stressing the principle of 
equality, and expressly including equality between the 
sexes. Organized labor is not true to its traditions 
and is false also to its future by failing to be in the 
forefront in support of this Constitutional Amendment.“ 


P 
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CAMPAIGN NOTES 


EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE—Tentative date, Sat- 
urday and Sunday, June 15 and 16. Place, Claridge Hotel, 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


ARKANSAS—Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, National Congres. 
sional Chairman, has been visiting at Hot Springs, and k 
the occasion of an important meeting of Democrats to speak 
on the Amendment. 


CALIFORNIA—Newly elected vice-chairman for Northern 
California, Miss Margaret Krsak of San Francisco. Miss 
Krsak has the good wishes of all her colleagues. 
Discrimination Charts (5c each) advertised in last issue 

should now be ordered from Seuthern California Branch, 1028 

South Wilton Place, Los Angeles 6. This division of the Cali- 

— Branch and the Business Women's Legislative Council 
ve 


amalgamated. 
Susan B. Anthony meeting in San Francisco. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA — Colored moving pictures of the 
Orient shown at Alva Belmont House, April ist, by Mrs. 
David McKinley of Kentucky. 

Sup meeting, April 8th, Status of Women Committee, 
— 4 Church (Me ). Speaker, Miss Edith J. Goode. 


ILLINOIS— Chicago, February 22, annual conference, Com- 
mittee on Women’s Share in Public Service, attended by Miss 
Matilda Fenburg, Mrs. Edna C. Blackwell and Mrs. Lorraine 
Blair. An adequate presentation of Amendment was prom- 
ised for next meeting. 


MARYLAND—Baltimore, February 18, Susan B. Anthony din- 
ner held by Maryland B Park Plaza Hotel. S ers, 
Dr. George Boas, Professor Philosophy, Johns Hop 
versi and our national chairman, Miss Anita Pollitzer. 
Mrs. Margaret Frenkil, toastmistress. 

Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, representative of the World 
Woman’s Party at the recent United Nations Conference in 
London, spoke at luncheon meetings of Baltimore Branch, 
March 5 and April 3, at Hotel Stafford, Mrs. H Katcha- 
dourian, Branch Chairman, presiding; also, on Ma 26th, at 
dinner mee of Business and Professional Women’s Coun- 
cil, National Woman’s Party, Mrs. Hilda Chaple, Chairman; 
also at meeting of North Baltimore Kiwanis Club, March 
28th; also at meeting of Democratic Women’s Clubs, Harford 
County, in Belair, April 15. 


Mrs. Margie McKim, Legislative Chairman, Business and 


Professional Women’s Council, has reported every candidate 


for governor in Democratic primaries pledged in writing to 
Amendment. All State Branches please take notice. 

Mrs. Muriel Kreil, member, Business and Professional 
Women’s Council has been elected Chairman, Friendship 
Association of Baltimore, to which her organization belongs. 

April 11th, Maryland Branch participated in District Meet- 
ing, Maryland Federation of Women’s Clubs, to which Mary- 
land Branch — 

Mrs. Dorothy Shipley Granger, Maryland Chairman, will 
speak on April 25th at meeting of Executives and Depart- 
ment Managers of Hochschild, Kohn and Company, and on 
April 30 to all nine chapters of Beta Sigma Phi at their 
annual banquet. 

Sunday, May 18, Annual Library Tea, Alva Belmont House, 
Hostess, Maryland Branch; guest, District of Columbia 
— ll This delightful custom need not be confined to 

ary 


MASSACHUSETTS—Following her return from Alva Belmont 
House, Mrs. Edith Bartlett Conway, Branch Chairman, sent 
one of her informative letters to every member of the Branch. 

Miss Katharine Ward Fisher keeps us constantly in touch 
with the medieval discriminations j women either 
planned or being actually perpetrated and near Boston 


MICHIGAN—Regular monthly meeting, Michigan Branch, Mrs. 
Phoebe Munnecke, Chairman, Detroit, March 15, when the 
Congressional situation was reviewed. 
Michigan lawyers have compiled list of laws discriminating 


against women. Other states please follow this example. 


MINNESOTA—Mrs. Marjorie sub- chairman, College Wo- 
men's Committee for the Equal Rights Amendment, spoke at 
meeting of Minneapolis College Woman's Club, February 25. 


MISSISSIPPI—Ethel Ernest Murrell, Southern Regional Chair- 
man, announces the appointment of Mrs. Zelma W. Price, 
Greenville attorney, as Chairman, Mississippi Branch. Mrs. 


Price has the best wishes of all her colleagues. 


NEW ¥YORK—State Board Meeting, April 28. We are glad to 
be able to announce that Miss Jeannette Marks is in better 


health and has recently resumed her duties as State Chairman. 

The New York City Committee announces with t satis- 
faction the election of Miss Lilian Burton, 16th Congres- 
sional District, as chairman of the City Committee. 

The Woman’s Club of Albany held a meeting on March 21, 
to which they invited Miss Pollitzer as the principal speaker. 
This was followed by a stirring supper meeting at the home 
of Alice Morgan Wright, at which Miss Pollitzer discussed 
the Amendment, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Hine, Chairman, Albany 
County, presiding. 

Mrs. Edna S. Capewell, Chairman, 27th Congressional Dis- 
trict (Westchester County), broadcasted over WFAS on elimi- 
nating discriminations against women by federal legislation. 


NORTH DAKOTA—Mrs. Mary E. Owens, State Chairman, re- 
ports that the Pan Attic Study Club of Bismarck has endorsed 
the Amendment, 


OHIO—Women taxicab drivers, women Railway Express and 
Machine Company workers, discha on expiration of Ross 
Act, effective during the war, or an Industrial Council 
on March 17, at a meeting held at the home of the state chair- 
man, Clara Snell Wolfe. This was followed by a meeting on 
March 22 at the home of Marcella Hughes. 

Fairfield County Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma, and the 
Lancaster Quota Club held a joint dinner meeting on March 
11, speaker, Mrs. Wolfe. Earlier a regional conference of 
Delta Kappa Gamma had been held in Dayton, where Mrs. 
Wolfe addressed nine chapters. | 

Meeting, Columbus Branch, March 30, speakers, Mrs. Louis 
Reeder and Mrs. Lena Chapman. Officers were elected and a 
protest sent to Senator Huffman on his minority report, 
entitled, “Individual Views (To accompany S. J. Res. 61).” 


OKLAHOMA—Miss Norma Wheaton, State Chairman, Tulsa 
attorney in the firm of Hudson and Hudson, was elected 
etry omy Tulsa County Bar Association, the first woman to 

old this position. 


PENNSYLVANIA—Mrs. — Stockton Taylor, Chairman, 
Philadelphia Branch, has spoken at a meeting of the Women's 
Club of Germantown and before the Pen Women. 

An important conference recently took place in Philadel- 
phia, between Mrs. Ada L. Ferguson, Philadelphia attorney 
and Legislative Chairman of the Philadelphia Branch, Mrs. 
Serena Foley Davis, Miss Ella Sherwin, President, Industrial 
League for Equality, Miss Musa De Mouth, Chairman, Mon- 
tana Branch, Mrs. Sidney Smith, Chairman, Nebraska 
Branch, and Caroline Lexow Babcock, Executive Secretary. 


WEST VIRGINIA—At the invitation of Mrs. Mary Williamson 
White, Miss Pollitzer spent two days in West Virginia, Febru- 
| 19-21, speaking at a forum, and conferring with Mrs. 


ite, Mrs. Douglas Brown, State Chairman, and other 
leaders. 


The Amendment On Senate Calendar 


(Continued from Page 13) 
ator Chapman Revercomb, West Virginia, Republican, 
also signed this report. 

With the Equal Rights Amendment now favorably 
reported by both Judiciary Committees in the present 
Congress, the Amendment is now on the Calendar of 
the Senate as well as the Calendar of the House of 
Representatives. | 

Members of both political parties now have the 
opportunity to make good their promises to women 
in their 1944 platforms. Women are expecting no 
less. We must endeavor to see that nothing delays 
this measure of obvious justice. 

The campaign of education to bring the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the point it has now reached 
has been long and earnest. Many have _ participated 
in it—more will participate now that equal rights 
for men and women is more generally recognized as 
the only workable, just basis for society. Those 
Senators and Congressmen, who from earliest days 
have supported the movement, have now been joined 
in their advocacy of this measure by experts in the 
law—members of the two powerful Judiciary Com- 
mittees. 
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Mission To First Assembly Of The United Nations 


(Continued: from front page) 

for a commission on the status of women was discussed at a 
conference of the “All-London Women for Westminster” group. 
I should like to write more in praise of the work of the 
“Women for Westminster“ group, but it should be done in an 
article of its own. The a was in Mary Sumner Hall, 
Tufton Street, Westminster. A debate was staged. Mrs. Spillar 
of the International Suffrage Alliance opposed the proposal 
to ask the United Nations Organization for a special committee 
on the status of women as “old-fashioned” and unnecessary. 
Betty Gram Swing led the debate on our side, and following 
her argument I also spoke. Monica Whately, Chairman of the 
Six-Point Group of Great Britain, then made a brilliant speech 
in favor of a committee on the status of women. The evening 
ended with a resolution in favor by an overwhelming vote. 


Miss Gordon Holmes, President of the British Federation of 
Business and Professional Women, arranged another — 
at the English-Speaking Union. In the spirit of a real uni 
nations“ this group adopted a rousing resolution to the effect 
that women —0ne half of the population of the world —merited a 
United Nations commission for their problems. 


On Jan 31 a deputation headed by Lady Pethick- 
Lawrence called upon Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar of India, 
President of the Economic and Social Council, at the Savoy 
Hotel. The deputation was introduced by Betty Gram Swing. 
The principal speaker was Lady Pethick-Lawrence. She was 
followed by Mrs. Billington Greig of England, representing 
the “Women for Westminster,“ Miss Monica Whately of Eng- 
land, representing the Six-Point Group of Great Britain, and 
Miss Dorothy Lapage of England, representing the National 
Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


Sir Ramaswami responded with sympathy to our plea for a 
committee on the status of women. In listening to this gracious 
and cultured * one was made aware of those genera- 
tions of gentle folk who had developed a rare civilization in 
the East. I found myself repeating: 


“The worldly hope men set their hearts upon 
Turns ashes, or it prospers. And anon, 
Like snow u the desert’s dusty face, 
Lighting a little hour or two, is gone.” 


Would our great hope in the United Nations Organization 
turn to ashes? Or could women obtain sufficient voice in the 
new United Nations Organization to be in a position to help 
to make it “prosper”? We know that without full recognition 
of the dignity and work of women it can never prosper. 


There were only five women among the full delegates. But 
not ours to reason why; ours but to seek help from all dele- 
gates. For days we interviewed the members of the Economic 
and Social Council. Minerva Bernardino, an official delegate 
from the Dominican Republic, fearlessly reaffirmed her belief 
in equality of rights as she had done at San Francisco, and 
assisted in obtaining the committee on the status of women. 
Particular titude is due to Prime Minister Peter Fraser 
of New Zealand for the final successful outcome. 


The resolution of the Economic and Social Council, 
creating and setting up the Committee on the Status of 
Women, reads: 


“Resolution of the Economic and Social Council of 
16 February 1946 (Document E/20 of 15 February 
1946), on the establishment of a Commission on 
Human Rights and a Sub-Commission on the Status 
of Women, supplemented by the action taken by the 
Council on 18 February 1946, completing paragraphs 
6 and 7 of Section A and paragraphs 4 and 5 of Section 
B concerning the initial composition of these bodies.” 


„. .. Section B. The Economic and Social Council, 
considering that the Commission on Human Rights 
will require special advice on problems relating to the 


status of women, establishes a Sub-Commission on the 
Status of Women. 


“The Sub-Commission shall submit proposals, recom- 
mendations, and reports to the Commission on Human 
Rights regarding the status of women. 


“The Sub-Commission may submit proposals to the 


Council, through the Commission on Human Rights, 
regarding its terms of reference. 


“Initially, the Sub-Commission shall consist of a 
nucleus of nine members appointed in their individual 
capacity for a term of office expiring on 31 March, 
1947. They are eligible for reappointment. In addi- 
tion to exercising the functions enumerated in para- 
graphs 2 and 3, the Sub-Commission thus constituted 
shall make recommendations on the definitive compo- 
sition of the Sub-commission to the Second session of 
the Council through the Commission on Human Rights. 


“The Council hereby appoints the following persons 
as initial members of this Sub-Commission: Mrs. Bodil 
Begtrup, Denmark; Miss Minerva Bernardino, Domin- 
ican Republic; Miss Angela Jurdak, Lebanon; Rani 
Amrit Kaur, India; Miss Mistral, Chile; Mrs. Vienot, 
France; Miss Wu Yi-Fang, China. 


“And, in addition, the names of one national each 
from Poland and the U. S. S. R. to be transmitted to 
the Secretary-General, not later than 31 March, 1946, 
by the member of the Council for the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and three members appointed by 
the Commission on Human Rights to serve as ex-officio 
members of this Sub-commission.” 


Judge Harold D. Achor Proclaims Constitutional 
Amendment Necessary For The Protection 
Of Women 


In a recent speech before the Indiana Society for 
the Equal Rights Amendment, Judge Achor of the 
— Court of Madison County, Anderson, Indiana, 
said: 


“The conflicting opinions handed down by the United 
States Supreme Court in regard to the rights of women 
as citizens of the United States clearly shows the ne- 
cessity for a constitutional amendment to guide the 
Court hereafter in all cases involving the protection of 
women as citizens of the United States. For instance, 
in 1936 the U. S. Supreme Court held women, under 
the Constitution, were entitled to all the protection 
guaranteed to all persons by the Constitution. Yet in 
less than a year later, one justice changed his mind 
and his vote in another case took that protection guar- 
anteed to all persons by the Constitution away from 
women and they were out of the Constitution again 
for another time. Only one citizenship right is guar- 
anteed now to women under our Constitution and that 
is the right to vote, which right is protected by the 
Suffrage Amendment or the 19th Amendment.” 


Let’s Back Mrs. Loewen! 


The most heartening news to those who are anxious that the 
Equal Rights Amendment campaign move successfully to its 
goal, is that Helen Underwood Loewen, Pennsylvania State 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, Associate Chairman 
of the United States Savings Bond Committee of Pennsylvania, 
has accepted the chairmanship of the Finance Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party, so ably headed during the last two 
years by Dr. Florence A. Armstrong. 

Since it is through finances that our campaign reaches the 
public, and literature, publicity, meetings, and all that leads to 
a better understanding of our movement, depend so largely on 

- this Committee, let us one and all back Mrs. Loewen to the 
best of our ability. | 
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CAMPAIGN NOTES 


EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE—Tentative date, Sat- 
urday and Sunday, June 15 and 16. Place, Claridge Hotel, 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


ARKANSAS—Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, National 1 shor 
sional Chairman, has been visiting at Hot Springs, and k 
the oceasion of an important meeting of Democrats to speak 
on the Amendment. 


CALIFORNIA—Newly elected vice-chairman for Northern 
7 California, Miss M Krsak of San Francisco. Miss 
Krsak has the good wishes of all her colleagues. 
Discrimination Charts (5c each) advertised in last issue 
should now be ordered from Seuthern California Branch, 1028 
South Wilton Place, Los Angeles 6. This division of the Cali- 
fornia Branch and the Business Women’s Legislative Council 
have amalgamated. 
Susan B. Anthony meeting in San Francisco. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—Colored moving pictures of the 

Orient shown at Alva Belmont House, April ist, by Mrs. 

David McKinley of Kentucky. 

renn meeting, April 8th, Status of Women Committee, 
Church (Me ). Speaker, Miss Edith J. Goode. 


ILLINOIS—Chicago, February annual conference, Com- 
mittee on Women’s Share in Public Service, attended by Miss 
Matilda Fenburg, Mrs. Edna C. Blackwell and Mrs. Lorraine 


Blair. 
ised for next meeting. 


MARTLAND— Baltimore, February 18, Susan B. Anthony din- 
ner held by Maryland Branch, Park Plaza Hotel. ers, 
. George Boas, Professor Philosophy, Johns Hop Uni- 
and our national chairman, Miss Anita 

nkil, toastmistress 


Mrs. Frenkil, 

Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, representative of the World 
Party at the recent United Nations Confei 
spoke at luncheon meetings of Baltimore Branch, 
and April 3, at Hotel Stafford, Mrs. — Kateha- 
Branch Chairman, presiding; also, on Ma 26th, at 


— of Business and Professional Women’s Coun- 
oman’s Party, Mrs. Hilda Chaple, Chairman; 
meeting of North Baltimore Kiwanis Club, March 


also at 
28th; also of Democratic Women’s Clubs, Harford 
County, r 2 15. 

Mrs. , Legislative Chairman, Business and 
Professional Women’s Council, has reported every candidate 
fer governor in Democratic primaries pledged in writing to 
Amendment. All State Branches please take notice. 


uriel Kreil, member, Business and Professional 
Council has been elected Chairman, Friendship 

of Baltimore, to which her en belongs. 
April 11th, land Branch participated in District Meet- 
Maryland F n of Women’s Clubs, to which Mary- 


Branch 

pley Granger, Maryland Chairman, will 
25th a Executives and Depart- 
of H ild, Kohn and Company, and on 
to all nine chapters of Beta Sigma Phi at their 


y 18, Annual Library Tea, Alva Belmont House, 
: District of Columbia 
be confined to 


—. Edith Bartlett Conway, Branch Chairman, sent 
her informative letters to every member of the Branch. 
Miss Katharine Ward Fisher keeps us constantly in touch 
the medieval discriminations 12 women either 
planned or being actually perpetrated in and near Boston. 


monthly meeting, Michigan Branch, Mrs. 
Chairman, Detroit, March 15, when the 
ve com aws 
Other states 


Munnecke, 
against women. please follo 
MINNESOTA—Mrs. 


w this example. 


Marjorie sub-chairman, Co WwW 
men’s Committee for the — — at 
ef Minneapolis Woman’s Club, February 25. 


7 Regional Chair- 

- Mississippi Branch. 

bes the best wishes of — ge 


April 28. We are glad to 
eannette Marks is in better 


An adequate presentation of Amendment was prom- 


health and has recently resumed her duties as State Chairman. 

The New York City Committee announces with t satis- 
faction the election of Miss Lilian Burton, 16th Congres- 
sional District, as chairman of the City Committee. 

The Woman’s Club of Albany held a meeting on March 21, 
to which they invited Miss Pollitzer as the principal speaker. 
This was followed by a stirring supper meeting at the home 
of Alice Morgan Wright, at which Miss Pollitzer discussed 
the Amendment, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Hine, Chairman, Albany 
County, presiding. 

Mrs. Edna S. Capewell, Chairman, 27th Co ional Dis- 
trict (Westchester County), broadcasted over AS on elimi- 
nating discriminations against women by federal legislation. 


NORTH DAKOTA—Mrs. yoo | E.. Owens, State Chairman, re- 
ports that the Pan Attic y Club of Bismarck has endorsed 
the Amendment. | 

OHIO—Women taxicab drivers, women Railway Express and 
Machine Company workers, discha on expiration of Ross 
Act, effective during the war, orga an Industrial Council 
on March 17, at a meeting held at the home of the state chair- 
man, Clara Snell Wolfe. This was followed by a meeting on 
March 22 at the home of Marcella Hughes. 

Fairfield County Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma, and the 
Lancaster Quota Club held a joint dinner meeting on March 
11, speaker, Mrs. Wolfe. Earlier a regional conference of 
Delta Kappa Gamma had been held in Dayton, where Mrs. 
Wolfe ad nine chapters. ö 

Meeting, Columbus Branch, March 30, speakers, Mrs. Louis 
Reeder and Mrs. Lena Chapman. Officers were elected and a 


protest sent to Senator Huffman on his minority report, 
entitled, “Individual Views (To accompany S. J. Res. 61).” 


OKLAHOMA—Miss Norma Wheaton, State Chairman, Tulsa 
attorney in the firm of Hudson and Hudson, was elected 
eer ey Tulsa County Bar Association, the first woman to 

old this position. 


PENNSYLVANIA—Mrs. — Stockton Taylor, Chairman, 
Philadelphia Branch, has spoken at a meeting of the Women's 
Club of Germantown and before the Pen Women. 

An important conference recently took place in Philadel- 
phia, between Mrs. Ada L. Ferguson, Philadelphia attorney 
and Legislative Chairman of the Philadelphia Branch, Mrs. 
Serena Foley Davis, Miss Ella Sherwin, President, Industrial 
League for Equality, Miss Musa De Mouth, Cha Mon- 
tana Branch, Mrs. Sidney Smith, Chairman, Nebraska 
Branch, and Caroline Lexow Babcock, Executive Secretary. 


WEST VIRGINIA—At the invitation of Mrs. Mary Williamson 
White, Miss Pollitzer spent two days in West Virginia, Febru- 
19-21, speaking at a forum, and conferring with Mrs. 
—— Mrs. Douglas Brown, State Chairman, and other 
ers. 


The Amendment On Senate Calendar 


(Continued from Page 13) 


ator Chapman Revercomb, West Virginia, Republican, 
also signed this report. 

With the Equal Rights Amendment now favorably 
reported by both Judiciary Committees in the present 
Congress, the Amendment is now on the Calendar of 
the Senate as well as the Calendar of the House of 
Representatives. 

Members of both political parties now have the 
opportunity to make good their promises to women 
in their 1944 platforms. Women are expecting no 
less. We must endeavor to see that nothing delays 
this measure of obvious justice. 

The campaign of education to bring the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the point it has now reached 
has been long and earnest. Many have participated 
in it—more will participate now that equal rights 
for men and women is more generally recognized as 
the only workable, just basis for society. Those 
Senators and Congressmen, who from earliest days 
have supported the movement, have now been joined 
in their advocacy of this measure by experts in the 
a of the two powerful Judiciary Com- 
mi : 


16 2 
22 
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Mission To First Assembly Of The United Nations 


(Continued from front page) 

for a commission on the status of women was discussed at a 
conference of the “All-London Women for Westminster” group. 
I should like to write more in praise of the work of the 
“Women for Westminster“ group, but it should be done in an 
article of its own. The meeting was in Mary Sumner Hall, 
Tufton Street, Westminster. A debate was staged. Mrs. Spillar 
of the International Suffrage Alliance opposed the proposal 
to ask the United Nations Organization for a special committee 
on the status of women as “old-fashioned” and unnecessary. 
Betty Gram Swing led the debate on our side, and following 
her argument I also spoke. Monica Whately, Chairman of the 
Six-Point Group of Great Britain, then made a brilliant speech 
in favor of a committee on the status of women. The evening 
ended with a resolution in favor by an overwhelming vote. 


Miss Gordon Holmes, President of the British Federation of 
Business and Professional Women, arranged another meetin 
at the English-Speaking Union. In the spirit of a real “uni 
nations” this group adopted a rousing resolution to the effect 
that women—one half of the population of the world—merited a 
United Nations commission for their problems. 


31 a deputation headed by Lady Pethick- 
Lawrence called u Sir A. Ramaswami Mudaliar of India, 
President of the Economic and Social Council, at the Savoy 
Hotel. The deputation was introduced by Betty Gram Swing. 
The principal speaker was Lady Pethick-Lawrence. She was 
followed by Mrs. Billington Greig of England, representing 
the “Women for Westminster,” Miss Monica Whately of Eng- 
land, representing the Six-Point Group of Great Britain, and 
Miss Dorothy Lapage of England, representing the National 
Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


Sir Ramaswami responded with sympathy to our plea for a 
committee on the status of women. In listening to this gracious 
and cultured tleman one was made aware of those genera- 
tions of gentle folk who had developed a rare civilization in 
the East. I found myself repeating: 


“The worldly hope men set their hearts upon 
Turns ashes, or it prospers. And anon, 
Like snow upon the desert’s dusty face, 
Lighting a little hour or two, is gone.” 


Would our * hope in the United Nations Organization 
turn to ashes? Or could women obtain sufficient voice in the 
new United Nations Or ation to be in a position to help 
to make it prosper“? We know that without full recognition 
of the dignity and work of women it can never prosper. 


There were only five women among the full delegates. But 
not ours to reason why; ours but to seek help from all dele- 
gates. For days we interviewed the members of the Economic 
and Social Council. Minerva Bernardino, an official delegate 
from the Dominican Republic, fearlessly reaffirmed her belief 
in equality of rights as she had done at San Francisco, and 
assisted in obtaining the committee on the status of women. 
Particular titude is due to Prime Minister Peter Fraser 
of New Zealand for the final successful outcome. 


The resolution of the Economic and Social Council, 
creating and setting up the Committee on the Status of 
Women, reads: 


“Resolution of the Economic and Social Council of 
16 February 1946 (Document E/20 of 15 February 
1946), on the establishment of a Commission on 
Human Rights and a Sub-Commission on the Status 
of Women, supplemented by the action taken by the 

youncil on 18 February 1946, completing paragraphs 
6 and 7 of Section A and paragraphs 4 and 5 of Section 
B concerning the initial composition of these bodies.” 


4. . . Section B. The Economic and Social Council, 
considering that the Commission on Human Rights 
will require special advice on problems relating to the 
status of women, establishes a Sub-Commission on the 
Status of Women. 


“The Sub-Commission shall submit proposals, recom- 
mendations, and reports to the Commission on Human 
Rights regarding the status of women. 


“The Sub-Commission may submit proposals to the 


Council, through the Commission on Human Rights, 
regarding its terms of reference. 


“Initially, the Sub-Commission shall consist of a 
nucleus of nine members appointed in their individual 
capacity for a term of office expiring on 31 March, 
1947. They are eligible for reappointment. In addi- 
tion to exercising the functions enumerated in para- 
graphs 2 and 3, the Sub-Commission thus constituted 
shall make recommendations on the definitive compo- 
sition of the Sub-commission to the Second session of 
the Council through the Commission on Human Rights. 


“The Council hereby appoints the following persons 
as initial members of this Sub-Commission: Mrs. Bodil 
Begtrup, Denmark; Miss Minerva Bernardino, Domin- 
ican Republic; Miss Angela Jurdak, Lebanon; Rani 
Amrit Kaur, India; Miss Mistral, Chile; Mrs. Vienot, 
France; Miss Wu Yi-Fang, China. 


“And, in addition, the names of one national each 
from Poland and the U. S. S. R. to be transmitted to 
the Secretary-General, not later than 31 March, 1946, 
by the member of the Council for the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and three members appointed by 
the Commission on Human Rights to serve as ex-officio 
members of this Sub-commission.” 


Judge Harold D. Achor Proclaims Constitutional 
Amendment Necessary For The Protection 
Of Women 


In a recent speech before the Indiana Society for 
the Equal Rights Amendment, Judge Achor of the 
Superior Court of Madison County, Anderson, Indiana, 
said: 

“The conflicting opinions handed down by the United 
States Supreme Court in regard to the rights of women 
as citizens of the United States clearly shows the ne- 
cessity for a constitutional amendment to guide the 
Court hereafter in all cases involving the protection of 
women as citizens of the United States. For instance, 
in 1936 the U. S. Supreme Court held women, under 
the Constitution, were entitled to all the protection 
1 to all persons by the Constitution. Let in 
ess than a year later, one justice changed his mind 
and his vote in another case took that protection guar- 
anteed to all persons by the Constitution away from 
women and they were out of the Constitution again 
for another time. Only one citizenship right is guar- 
anteed now to women under our Constitution and that 
is the right to vote, which right is protected by the 
Suffrage Amendment or the 19th Amendment.” 


Let’s Back Mrs. Loewen! 


The most heartening news to those who are anxious that the 
Equal Rights Amendment campaign move successfully to its 
goal, is that Helen Underwood Loewen, Pennsylvania State 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, Associate Chairman 
of the United States Savings Bond Committee of Pennsylvania, 
has accepted the chairmanship of the Finance Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party, so ably headed during the last two 
years by Dr. Florence A. Armstrong. 

Since it is through finances that our campaign reaches the 
public, and literature, publicity, meetings, and all that leads to 
a better understanding of our movement, depend so largely on 

- this Committee, let us one and all back Mrs. Loewen to the 
best of our ability. : 
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A Further Report From London 


(Continued from Page 12) 
Mrs. VERWEY (Netherlands) : 


What I should like to emphasize is this: There may seem 
to be very strong reasons why no woman of your country can 
—s in an international function. But are you sure? 
s there no woman somewhere hidden away in a corner, no 
teacher, no woman professor, no woman doctor, no one who 
would be a credit to your delegation and who would be ex- 

— glad to have this opportunity to meet men and women 
in an international sphere? It is on their behalf and on behalf 
of the women they represent that we make this recommendation. 


Mr. PAUL BONCOUR (France): 


The French ones. mee in bringing here the statement which 
I am about to read does not think only of the gesture of gal- 
— 2 but of the gesture of justice. ie events in this terrible 
war have brought the role of women to the forefront and to 
the limelight everywhere. In my country rules, which have been 
voted at my 12 last year, were at last applied. Apart 
from the women in the auxiliary services and many women in 
the active services, there were women who had a part in the 
resistance movement which we prepared. 


There were also so many who without taking an active part 
in the fight exerted such a great importance in keeping the home 
front going, and there were many women with men who helped 
to alleviate our economic difficulties. In my country nearly 
2 per cent of the agricultural workers were women during 

e war. 


This shows the prominent role which was r women 
during this war, and this role was fully recogni by the 
Charter in many of its dispositions. The presence of so many 
women among us testifies to it and their participation in our 
work showed that the Charter has been right. 


That is why the French delegation at the instigation of Mme. 
Lefaucheux, my colleague who is unfortunately absent today, 
has proposed this as an encouraging gesture without wishing 
to interfere, of course, in the internal work of any country, but 
as friendly advice to the delegations when they return to each 
of their respective countries. They might help more the spirit 
of the Charter by associating, even more than has been done 
so far, the women with these debates. This is the statement 
which I wish to make to this effect. The statement regardin 
the participation of women in the conferences of the Uni 


Nations. 
With regard to the partici 
of the United Nations, the 


the following statement: 


“Considering that it is necessary to reco the 
role played by women during the war and their partici- 

tion in the resistance o izations in the armed 
orces, and in order to associate more directly all the 
women of the world with the works of the organization 
of the United Nations and to the maintenance of peace 
and social progress; 

“Considering that it is necessary to apply the text 
and the spirit of article 55, paragraph (c) of the 
Charter; a py that the aim of the Economic and 
Social Council is in particular to promote universal and 
effective respect of the rights of men and of funda- 
mental freedom for all without distinction of race, 
sex, language, or religion; 

“The French delegation thinks that a much larger 
place should be accorded to women in the different dele- 
gations of the United Nations to its next conference.” 


Mr. FRASER (New Zealand) : 


The Committee of the Economic and Social Council on the 
Organization of the Council has instructed its drafting sub- 
committee to submit a draft providing for the establishment 
A the Economic and Social Council of a subcommission of the 

mmission on Human Rights to deal with the question of the 
status of women. This drafting subcommittee is now preparing 
a draft on this subject incorporating the recommendations made 
by the Committee of the Council. 


It is proposed that the subcommission on the status of women 
be established by the Council at its present session, and that it 
initially consist only of a nucleus of a few members. This 
initially constituted subcommission would, among other things, 
be called upon to make recommendations to the. Council con- 
cerning the definitive composition of the subcommission and 
its terms of reference. | 5 


tion of women in the conferences 
neh delegation wishes to make 


— 


Now I have only to read that to show that the Economic and 
Social Council is dealing with this problem in a very practical 
way and what I believe will be a very effective way, and there 
are problems that cut across custom, problems that in some 
instances may even impinge upon religion. There are many 
difficult problems and we do want patience and we do want 
tolerance. While never lowering our flag in regard to equality 
we still have to take into consideration the circumstances in the 
various countries and get the support and the sympathy of the 
various governments and organizations of the various countries 
so that the women of the world will march forward to progress 
and a better society hand in hand and side by side with the 
men, and that they will help to bring in (as the women dele- 
gates and M. Paul-Boncour so elegantly stated) a world of 
peace and human brotherhood and a world of social justice and 


equality. 
Mr. Fusco (Uruguay): 


I had occasion recently to travel in the war shattered area 
of Europe, and I had the ak gon. fortune, if one can call it good 
fortune, to see how equal women had been to men in this 
struggle. I was able to witness their effort in the fight for 
f om and in the hope of a better world and happiness for 
mankind. While in Europe I was able to see that women had 
fought, suffered and died just as men fought, suffered and died. 


Here, too, in this Assembly I have been able to observe their 
participation in our debates and I have been able to witness | 
that women were equal to, and sometimes surpassed, the efforts 
of men, because they add to the work their sentiments and 
their emotion. | 


It will, therefore, be our pride to have been, in Uru ay, 
one of the first countries to give these equal rights which are 
now, I hope, going to be extended throughout the world. 


Mr. NOEL-BAKER (United Kingdom): 


I am reluctant that the voice of the United Kingdom should 
not be heard in this debate, if only for the reason that it was 
in our country forty years ago that the first struggle for the 
political rights of women took place. I have not chosen to 
express my adherence to the proposed declaration or to the 
cause of the rights of women. I have chosen only to draw 
the attention of the Secretary-General, very respectfully, to 
two practical points: first, that there ought to be representa- 
tion of women in responsible posts in the Secretariat itself; 
and, secondly, that the services of the information section of 
the Secretariat ought to keep close contact with the greut 
women’s organizations throughout the world. I think, in those 
ways, the views of Mrs. Roosevelt, and her colleagues, so elo- 
quently expressed, could well be served. 


Following the statement by Mr. Noel-Baker, the 
PRESIDENT concluded: 


The general discussion is closed. There is no formal 2 
— to submit to the vote, but I think I can safely tell Mrs. 
oosevelt and those who supported her intervention, that the 
manner in which it was received by the General Assembly leads 
us to hope that it will be taken into very serious consideration. 


RESOLUTIONS 


(Continued from Last Issue) | 
Adopted at the Convention-by- Mail 


Whereas: The Woman’s Bureau of the Department of Labor has 
in past years carried on propaganda against the Equal Rights 
Amendment, which Amendment would guarantee equal rights 
under the law to American women; and 


Whereas: The Woman’s Bureau has in past years worked in 
favor of restrictive labor laws applying to women workers 
but not to their male —" thus placing handicaps 
upon women in industry; an 


Whereas: This Bureau is supported by taxes paid by women as 
well as by men, | 


RESOLVED: That we protest against the use of this or any other 
Government bureau for propaganda against the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 


Whereas There exist at the present time many discriminatory 
industrial practices in regard to women employees; and 


Whereas: Women are frequently not given equal opportunity 
(Continued on Page 19) 
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RECEIPTS — NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, January 1 to March 1, 1946 
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RESOLUTIONS 


(Continued from Page 18) 

with men 2 to secure positions or promotion or 
advancement; an 

Whereas: In many plants separate job classifications are made 
for women and men; and 

Whereas: Some managements have violated seniority contract 
provisions by undue layoffs of women and by refusing to 
retire them on the seniority basis; and 

Whereas: There are still various definite discriminatory clauses 
in union contracts; and 


Whereas: Some unions bar women entirely; and 

Whereas: The practice still prevails both in government and 
— industry of setting up job rates on the basis of sex; 
an 


Whereas: The practice still exists of setting up separate senior- 
ity lists for men and women by both unions and management, 


RNxsolvro: That we condemn the above discriminatory practices 


whether the fault of government, management or labor, an 
urge women workers to support the Equal Rights Amendment 
which would render unla certain of the above-mentioned 
practices and, by lifting the civil status, self-respect, and self- 
reliance of women, would create a psychological barrier 
against the perpetuation of the other discriminatory practices 
referred to above. . 


Whereas: The Social Security Act in its Unemployment Com- 
pensation Program is being administered in the States, in 
many instances, in a way that discriminates against women 
by refusing benefits to unemployed women in the same way 
as to unemployed men; and 

Whereas: The Social Security Board has, in many instances, 
discriminated against its women employees engaged in cleri- 
cal and professional work, 


National Woman's Party protest 
ese and other discriminations against women in the 
istering of the Social Security Act. 


against 
admin- 


Whereas: The Wagner-Murray-Dingell bill (S. 1050, H. R. 
3293), now before Congress, proposing a new social security 
law, has different provisions for men and women employees 
with regard to the retirement age, and has provisions dis- 
criminating against women with regard to the right to pass 
on to dependents the benefits from funds accumulated by 
social security taxes, which are levied equally upon men and 
women employees, 


RESOLVED: That the National Woman’s Party urge Congress to 
amend — — 12 in gg a oe as to remove all dis- 
criminations against women e Social 

ei — proposed new 


Whereas: The Murray-Wagner-Thomas-O’Mahoney bill 15 
380), now before Congress, declares that “All Americans able 
to work and seeking work have the right to useful, remunera- 
tive, regular, and full-time employment, and it is the policy 
of the United States to assure the existence at all times of 
sufficient employment opportunities to enable all Americans 
who have finished their schooling and who do not have full- 
ee responsibilities freely to exercise this 

>; an 


Whereas: * —＋ r that oe proposed measure would in 
practice be u riminate against women in regard 
the right to work for compensation; and 5 


Whereas: Each woman should be the judge of the necessity 
regular employment to support her household. 512 


RESOLVED: That the National Woman's Party urge that the 


proposed bill be amended so as to prevent any possi 
crimination against women. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


ais By ALMA LUTZ 


Civil Liberties For Women 


HE American Civil Liberties Union, in its mem- 
| orandum on women’s rights, adopted by its board 
of directors in July, 1945, opposes the Equal Rights 
Amendment; and yet at the same time it claims to 
subscribe to “the view that the rights of a human 
being are irrespective of sex, race, nationality, re- 
ligion, or opinion” and that “women have civil liberties 
no less than men.” These two statements are incon- 
sistent. 

It explains its opposition to the Amendment by 
saying that it supports the safer, step-by-step pro- 
cess which will remove discriminations by “specific 
bills for specific ills.” But it fails to recognize the 
endless expenditure of time, energy, and money en- 
tailed in the step-by-step method and its utter futility 
when one State legislature can undo the work: of 
another. Only by federal amendment can discrimina- 
tions be permanently eliminated. The step-by-step 
method is like pouring water through a sieve. No 
matter how much is poured in, none is stored up. 


Admitting that the Equal Rights Amendment may 
be emotionally attractive, the Union warns against 
it because it is “couched in vague and sweeping 
language.“ How the simple words of the Amendment, 
in phraseology appropriate to the Constitution, can 
be interpreted as “vague and sweeping language” is 
hard for us to understand. The meaning of equality 
of rights under the law has never been vague, too 
sweeping, confusing, dangerous, or ill-advised when 
applied to groups of men except among despots or 
entrenched aristocracy. To those who understand the 
blessings and protection of democratic government, 
the phrase, equality of rights under the law, stands 
for the best protection a citizen can have. No so- 
called group privilege can compare with it. Men 
understand this for themselves. 


The American Civil Liberties Union also warns 
that the Equal Rights Amendment “is bound to lead 
to great confusion and uncertainty in its application,“ 
and “can have little or no effect upon the principle 
discriminations from which women suffer (many of 
which are not legal at all but are primarily matters 
of habit and custom).” 


The “great confusion and uncertainty” exist mainly 
in the minds of the opponents of the Amendment, 
who cannot see the goal because of the obstacles they 
put in the way. The same type of mind saw confusion 
and uncertainty following the adoption of the Woman 
Suffrage Amendment, and those fears proved to be 
groundless. The wiping out of the many legal dis- 
criminations against women will help mightily in the 
removal of discriminations based on habit and custom. 


Although the Union acknowledges that the right to 
work is rapidly becoming for most women as im- 
portant an economic right as it always has been for 
men, it opposes the Amendment which would safe- 
guard that right. Instead it expresses concern over 
the loss of labor legislation which restricts women’s 
right to work “Most of this legislation was written 
when the con vy status of women was taken for 
granted, before „ m were enfranchised, and 80 
fixed did this pattern become that later legislation 


Announcements 


A POUND OF FACT IS WORTH MORE THAN 
‘TONS OF BIAS AND MISSTATEMENT 


All the Answers in the Best Buy of 1946 
Documents, Factual Statements, Citations, Reprints, Reports, Pictures. 


YOU CAN KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT NOW 


ORDER THE 


EQUAL RIGHTS INFORMATION KIT, 


Indexed, $2.00 post paid, 
From Dr. Florence Armstrong, Membership Chairman, 
National Woman’s Party, 144 B Street, Northeast, 
Washington 2, D. C. 


NEW LITERATURE 

WHICH ROAD, WOMEN WORKERS? by Alma Lutz, reprinted 
from the “Christian Science Monitor, February 2, 1946. Ic each. 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS ENDORSE THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT—Compiled by the Committee on Church Co- 
operation, Evelyn K. Samras, Chairman. 10c each. 

LET US EXAMINE OBJECTIONS TO THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT—Address by Emma Guffey Miller, at Phila- 
delphia, December, 1945. 5c each. 

EQUAL RIGHTS FLYER—A specific Argument for the Amend- 
ment Stated in 24 Lines. Order from Alice Morgan Wright, 
393 State Street, Albany, New York. loc per 100. 


WOMAN'S PARTY MEMBERS 


You are NEEDED NOW at the Alva Belmont House, as 
volunteer typists, stenographers, file clerks, envelope stuffers, 
stampers, sealers. 


RING ATLANTIC 1210 TODAY and GET YOUR ASSIGNMENT 


Members are invited to send to Alva Belmont House RUGS, 
TABLE SILVER, BLANKETS. If you have visited Headquarters 
you know the many demands upon the equipment. 


— 
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followed it unquestioningly. The Equal Rights 
Amendment, in the three year period before it be- 
comes operative, would be a mandate to the States 
to revise this out-moded labor legislation and to write 
in its place more effective legislation based on the job 
and not on the sex of the worker, giving men as well 
as women necessary protection. The Union endorses 
equal pay for equal work but opposes the Amendment 
which would put teeth into equal pay laws by making 
equal work possible. 


Through its opposition to the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, the Civil Liberties Union is sacrificing the spirit 
of liberty for which it has stood for so many years. 
It shows clearly that it is incapable of comprehending 
that those precious principles of freedom and justice 
must be applied wholeheartedly to women as well as 
to men, in practice as well as in theory. Its approach 
to civil liberties for women is halting, piecemeal, 
academic, and unrealistic, and would not only post- 
pone them indefinitely but would leave women unpro- 
tected from discriminating legislation in the future. 


Only the Equal Rights Amendment will guarantee 
to women the civil liberties to which they are entitled 
as American citizens. 
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